“Easter Changes… Moving from Helpless to Hope”
 (Romans 5:6-11)

Do you ever try to clean things up… to give people a better version of you? 

We all manage what people see, because deep down we believe…
“If people really saw me… they might not want me.”

What if God doesn’t wait for the cleaned-up version of you?

6 When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners. …8 But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.

· Sin isn’t just breaking God’s rules… it’s living like you don’t need Him.”

SINNERS — HELPLESS, HE CAME FOR YOU

7 Now, most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, though someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially good.

9 And since we have been made right in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s condemnation. 10 For since our friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son while we were still his enemies…

ENEMIES — HOSTILE, HE DIED FOR YOU

Sinner describes our condition…enemy describes our direction.

…while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of his Son. 11 So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God.

The Resurrection Changes Everything 

FRIENDS — HOME, HE ROSE FOR YOU 

If Jesus rose… Everything changes.
· Sin is defeated.  Death is beaten.  Hope is alive. 
· You’re not just forgiven…
· You’re not just tolerated…
· You’re not just improved…
· This isn’t just about being forgiven… this is coming home.
· You’re a friend of God.

· The cross says: “Paid.”
· The resurrection says: “Accepted.”

Maybe deep down you wonder - “Could God really want me?”
Easter answers that - He already came for you.

Your response -  “Jesus… I give You my life. I come home”

· I was a sinner – helpless - He came for me.
· I was an enemy – hostile - He died for me.
· Now I’m a friend – home - because He rose for me.


