“Trusting God when it’s Impossible”
 (Romans 4)

Have you ever noticed how easy it is to believe something exists… but not actually trust it?

Belief acknowledges something as true…  Trust puts your weight on it.

Easter is not just about church attendance, traditions, or a holiday weekend. Easter changes everything because the resurrection of Jesus changes our view of God, ourselves, and our future.

Today we’re starting with a question that sits at the centre of Christianity. What does real faith actually look like?

· God doesn’t accept us because of what we achieve.
· God accepts us because of who we trust.

Romans 4:1 - “Abraham was, humanly speaking, the founder of our Jewish nation. What did he discover about being made right with God?”

Romans 4:2 - “If his good deeds had made him acceptable to God, he would have had something to boast about. But that was not God’s way.”

Romans 4:3 - “Abraham believed God, and God counted him as righteous because of his faith.”

· To understand what that kind of faith looks like, we have to go back to the moments in Genesis Paul is referring to.

Genesis 12:1 - “Go from your country, your relatives, and your father’s house to the land that I will show you.”

Faith Trusts God with the UNKNOWN

Genesis 15:5 - “That’s how many descendants you will have.”
Genesis 15:6 “Abraham believed the Lord, and the Lord counted him as righteous because of his faith.”

Faith Believes God for the UNBELIEVABLE

Romans 4:18, 21 - Even when there was no reason for hope, Abraham kept hoping. He was fully convinced that God is able to do whatever he promises.

Romans 4:4–5 - When people work, their wages are not a gift, but something they have earned. But people are counted as righteous, not because of their work, but because of their faith in God who forgives sinners.

Genesis 22  Some time later, God tested Abraham’s faith. “Abraham!” God called. “Yes,” he replied. “Here I am.” 2 “Take your son, your only son—yes, Isaac, whom you love so much—and go to the land of Moriah. Go and sacrifice him as a burnt offering on one of the mountains, which I will show you.”

Faith Obeys God in the UNTHINKABLE

Rom 4:9–10 - Now, is this blessing only for the Jews, or is it also for uncircumcised Gentiles?… Clearly, God accepted Abraham before he was circumcised!

Paul’s argument in Romans 4 only makes sense if you understand the timeline. So think of Abraham’s life like four key moments.

1. Genesis 12 — God calls Abraham.
2. Genesis 15 — God makes a promise.
3. Genesis 17 — Circumcision.
4. Genesis 22 — Isaac on the altar. 

Romans 4:11 - Circumcision was a sign that Abraham already had faith.” 

Baptism Follows Belief

What are you trusting in?

Romans 4:24… “for our benefit too, assuring us that God will also count us as righteous if we believe in him.”

Romans 4:25 - “He was handed over to die because of our sins, and he was raised to life to make us right with God.”

Romans 4:7–8 “Oh, what joy for those whose disobedience is forgiven, whose sins are put out of sight. Yes, what joy for those whose record the Lord has cleared of sin.”

· Trusting God with the unknown.
· Believing God for the unbelievable.
· Surrendering even the unthinkable.

Easter changes everything.


