 BTM – Bad News for Good People (stop making excuses) 
 (Romans 3:1-20)


When something goes wrong, what is your first response?

We all have a built-in response when something goes wrong… we explain ourselves. 

· We don’t instinctively confess… we instinctively clarify.

· Chapter 3 starts with a set of questions that summarize what Paul has just laid out in the second half of chapter 2

Then what’s the advantage of being a Jew? Is there any value in the ceremony of circumcision? Romans 3:1

2 Yes, there are great benefits! First of all, the Jews were entrusted with the whole revelation of God.

3 True, some of them were unfaithful; but just because they were unfaithful, does that mean God will be unfaithful? 4 Of course not! Even if everyone else is a liar, God is true…” 

5 “But,” some might say, “our sinfulness serves a good purpose, for it helps people see how righteous God is. Isn’t it unfair, then, for him to punish us?” (This is merely a human point of view.) 6 Of course not! …

“If my failure highlights God’s goodness… isn’t it good?”

· Outcome does not change responsibility
· God using something ≠ God approving something
· This logic removes moral accountability
· This reverses the relationship between God and humanity
· Grace is not God needing sin — it is God overcoming sin

God bringing good out of sin proves His goodness — not our innocence.
Top of Form
Excuses Don’t Exempt Us (v1–8)


· Bottom of Form

9 Well then, should we conclude that we Jews are better than others? No, not at all, for we have already shown that all people, whether Jews or Gentiles, are under the power of sin. 

10 As the Scriptures say, 
· “No one is righteous— not even one.
·  11 No one is truly wise; no one is seeking God. 
· 12 All have turned away; all have become useless. 
· No one does good, not a single one.” 
· 13 “Their talk is foul, like the stench from an open grave. 
· Their tongues are filled with lies.” 
·  “Snake venom drips from their lips.” 
· 14 “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.”
·  15 “They rush to commit murder. 
· 16 Destruction and misery always follow them.
·  17 They don’t know where to find peace.” 
· 18 “They have no fear of God at all.” 

Sin Isn’t Subtle (v9–18)

19 Obviously, the law applies to those to whom it was given, for its purpose is to keep people from having excuses, and to show that the entire world is guilty before God. 

20 For no one can ever be made right with God by doing what the law commands. The law simply shows us how sinful we are.

Effort Isn’t Enough (v19–20)

· As long as I’m explaining myself, I’m not surrendering myself.


