 Are you for Real – Living by Faith 
 (Hebrews 11:1-12:2)

Have you ever noticed how good we are at starting things we don’t finish?

· We start the year with resolutions… When do we quit?
· Within the first week: About 23% give up.
· By the end of the first month: Roughly 64% have quit.
· By mid-February Around 80% abandon their resolutions.
· The second Friday in January is often cited as "Quitters' Day"

We are great at starting things we don’t finish! 
The reason is simple… 
· Resolutions rely on willpower. Faith relies on God-power.
· ‘Is your faith real enough to trust God beyond…?’

Resolve to live by faith.

Faith shows the reality of what we hope for; it is the evidence of things we cannot see. Hebrews 11:1

FAITH ‘SEES’ BEYOND THE NATURAL

· Real faith isn’t proven when everything is clear — it’s proven when everything is cloudy.

Real faith isn’t powered by what you see — it’s powered by Who you know.

FAITH STEPS BEYOND THE COMFORTABLE

7 It was by faith that Noah built a large boat to save his family from the flood. He obeyed God, who warned him about things that had never happened before. By his faith Noah condemned the rest of the world, and he received the righteousness that comes by faith. Hebrews 11:7

· Noah built before the rain. → obeyed without evidence.

8 It was by faith that Abraham obeyed when God called him to leave home and go to another land that God would give him as his inheritance. He went without knowing where he was going.

· Abraham went not knowing where. → stepped without a map.

24 It was by faith that Moses, when he grew up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 25 He chose to share the oppression of God’s people instead of enjoying the fleeting pleasures of sin.

· Moses chose reproach over comfort. → refused the easy path.

· If you can explain everything God is asking you to do… it’s not faith, it’s just planning.

Faith doesn’t wait for clarity — it obeys with courage.

‘Let us strip off every weight that slows us down… Hebrews 12:1

FAITH STAYS FOCUSED BEYOND THE DISTRACTIONS

WEIGHTS- not wrong but not helpful. Not sinful — just slowing you down.


especially the sin that so easily trips us up… Hebrews 12:1

SIN = things that are wrong AND holding you hostage.

And let us run with endurance… fixing our eyes on Jesus…’ Heb 12:1–2


So if Are You For Real? is the question, Hebrews gives us the answer…

· Real faith trusts – sees beyond the natural
· Real faith acts – steps beyond the comfortable
· Real faith fixes its eyes – stays focused beyond the distractions


We choose resolve over retreat — Jesus leads, we follow.
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