 A Christmas of Hope – Hope Anticipated
 (Luke 1:26-55)

Have you ever waited for something so long that the waiting became part of your identity?

We wait for things that actually shape us… We anticipate…
 

· the test results
· the job call back
· the reconciliation
· the breakthrough
· the change in our kids
· clarity about the future
· healing in our hearts
· Waiting for God to move

 
We live in this tension between what God said & what we see.

Mary is a picture of hope-in-motion.

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in Galilee, 27 to a virgin named Mary. She was engaged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of King David. 28 Gabriel appeared to her and said, “Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is with you!”

· Mary’s story begins with surprise.
· Mary is not royalty. Not influential. Not a spiritual celebrity. Just a teenage girl in a quiet town.
· And suddenly heaven breaks into her ordinary life:

29 Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. 30 “Don’t be afraid, Mary,” the angel told her, “for you have found favour with God! 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be very great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 And he will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!” Luke 1

Mary’s Surprise -  When God Speaks, Hope Gets Personal

· Hope gets real the moment God steps into your story.
· When God speaks, hope awakens — and it gets personal.

After the shock comes the wrestle… Mary asks the honest question…
34 Mary asked the angel, “But how can this happen? I am a virgin.”

35 The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called the Son of God. 36 What’s more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in her old age! People used to say she was barren, but she has conceived a son and is now in her sixth month. 37 For the word of God will never fail.” – ‘nothing will be impossible with God’ (esv)

38 Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me come true.” And then the angel left her.

Mary’s Surrender - When Faith Leans Forward, Fear Loses Ground

· Mary didn’t understand everything — but she surrendered everything. 

46 Mary responded, “Oh, how my soul praises the Lord. 47  How my spirit rejoices in God my Savior! 50 He shows mercy from generation to generation to all who fear him. 51 His mighty arm has done tremendous things! 55 For he made this promise to our ancestors, to Abraham and his children forever.”

Mary’s Song - When Worship Rises, Hope Takes Root

Worship isn’t just a response to a miracle! Worship prepares you for it.

This is what fuels anticipation. This is how hope grows while you wait.

Mary’s Surprise → Hope Awakens
Mary’s Surrender → Faith Leans Forward
Mary’s Song → Hope Takes Root

Here’s the invitation:
· Receive the promise.
· Lean forward in faith.
· Worship while you wait.

Hope grows when we trust God before we see God.

Hope anticipated becomes hope multiplied.
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