 Even IF – I’m Last
 (Philippians 2:1-18)

Our world is obsessed with WINNING – everything is a contest 

“Everyone wants to be seen, appreciated, and valued—these longings are deeply human.” – Spiritual First Aid, 2025
“Don’t copy the behaviour and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.”   (Romans 12:2)

“But now, O Jacob, listen to the LORD who created you. O Israel, the one who formed you says, ‘Do not be afraid, for I have ransomed you. I have called you by name; you are mine (value/belonging). (Is 43:1)
When you go through deep waters, I will be with you. When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown. When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up; the flames will not consume you. (Is 43:2)
 (Why?  Bottom line) For I am the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior…you are precious to me. You are honoured, and I love you.” (Isaiah 43:3-4*)
HUMANITY = Fragile Identity/ JESUS = Secure Identity

“Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ/ Any comfort from his love? Any fellowship together in the Spirit? Are your hearts tender and compassionate?” (Phil 2:1)  

“THEN make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each other, loving one another, and working together with one mind and purpose. (Phil 2:2)  

FRAGILE EGOS FIGHT TO BE #1 

“I will climb to the highest heavens and be like the Most High.” (Is 14:14) 

“You won’t die!—God knows that your eyes will be opened…and you will be like God, knowing both good and evil.” (Gen. 3:3-5)

Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than yourselves. Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too. (Philippians 2:3-4)

Robert Ligtner- “A spirit of pride in human relations indicates a lack of humility before God.”   

Pride – Self Focused / Humility – Others focused 

…Work hard to show the results of your salvation, OBEYING GOD with deep reverence and fear. For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases Him. (Phil. 2:12-13)

Do everything without complaining and arguing, so that no one can criticise you. Live clean, innocent lives as children of God, shining like bright lights in a world full of crooked and perverse people. (Phil. 2:14-15)

DON’T COMPETE & COMPARE / DO COOPERATE & CARE

You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. (Phil 2:5) 

Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. When he appeared in human form, he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross. Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honour and gave him the name above all other names, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue declare that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

If Joy is elusive, Jesus has the CURE.  It is as simple as this—a reordering of your priorities:

J – Jesus
O – Others
Y – You

So ‘Even if’ you’re LAST, you can have JOY by having the Attitude of Christ & seek to Shine Brightly for Him!  
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