 “Pray Like This”

 (Matthew 6:9-13)
In our sermon series we are exploring Jesus’ teaching on prayer in the Sermon on The Mount. The SOTM is the most studied, written about and influential talk in human history. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer – “I was lacking in humility… terribly ambitious… alone… then something happened… I discovered the Bible… The Bible freed me from that, in particular the Sermon on the Mount. Since then everything has changed.” 

Jesus’ response when His disciples asked: “Lord, teach us to pray.”
· He gave them a model, not a manuscript.

“Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy.”

Start With God — Not Yourself

Acknowledge Our Relationship

Adoration – Acknowledge His Divinity

When we pause to reflect on who God is, we gain a better understanding of who we are and why we are here. – Andy Stanley
The first step of prayer is reorienting your focus — from your mess to is majesty.

“May your Kingdom come. May your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”
Surrender Your Agenda

Acknowledge His Rule and Reign

Acknowledge Our Submission
· ‘Your will be done’ = I want what YOU want.

“Give us today the food we need.”
Trust Him With Your Needs

Acknowledge God As Provider

“Forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against us.”
Clear the air - with God and Others

Acknowledge Our Need for Forgiveness

Acknowledge Our Call to Forgive

“And don’t let us yield to temptation, but rescue us from the evil one.”
Admit You’re Still Vulnerable

Acknowledge Our Need for God’s Protection

“For Yours is the Kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.”
Finish With Perspective 

Prayer Aligns Our Hearts With His

We can frame it like this: ACTS: The Pattern for Prayer

A – Adoration
C – Confession
T – Thanksgiving 

S – Supplication
Prayer doesn’t bend God to my will — it bends my heart toward His.

